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1. w“g: The Russians living in Sinkiang are also referred to as
Kuei-hua (naturalized people). According to a 1941 survey they numbered
13,408 or slightly less than .47$ of the total population of Sinkiang.

2. Historv in Sinkiang: The relationship between the peoples and govermments of

China and Russia, up to 1917, was filled with mutual trust and wes unusually

‘eordial and friendly. Up until the twentieth century other foreigners in

China were referred to, by the Chinese, as "white devils®. BRussians were

excluded from this category. MAs further concrete evidence of good relationship

between Ghins and Imperial Russis, it is interesting to note that despite their
lengthy ocmmon frontier; up until the end of the Tsarist rule and the advent

of Soviet Government, Russia had never been involved in & war with China. The

only exception to this statement would be the Boxer Uprising (1900), whea

Russian troops joined an international force to quell the killing of foreign

residents in China. -

In Sinkiang, Chinese-Russian relations were equally good. During the Yakub
Beg rebellion (1862 to 1874), however, Russia brought to the attemtion of
the Chinese Government the unrest and disorder slong the Russian-Siuicimuy
border and offered to help administer the region until China could do it
herself, The Chinese Government at that time was too busy with the internal
strife in China proper and therefore ignored Russia's complaints together
with her offers of assistance. Under these circumstances, Russia was forced
to take the matter into her own hands. She dispatched her troops into Sinklang
under the command of General Kolpakovsky in 1871. Russian troops occupied
the northwestern portion of Sinkiang, the Ili, Tarbagatai and Altai Regions,
and brought peace and order to that portion of the province. The main bulk
of her troops were stationed at lake Sairam Nor and in the village of Ture
Su, in the Borokhoro Range. Evidence of these two encampments is still to
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be seen. In July 1881 a treaty was concluded between Bugsia and China concerning
Sinkiang. Under this agreement, Russia withdrew her troops from Sinkiang, but
wag granted the right to conduct free trade there and to establish and maintain
four Russian consulates for the protection of its citizens in Sinkiang. These
consulates were established in Chuguchak (Tshcheng), Kuldja (Ining), Urumchi
(Tihwa) and Kashgar (Stufu). Only ons other country was allowed to establish

& consulate in Sinkiang. That country was the UK, it established its consulate
in Kashgar. In the four citles where the Russian consuletes were maintained,
they were allowed to also maintain their own residential concessions, in which
they owned property such as homes, churches and warehouses. No other government
was granted this privilege in Sinkiang.

Up until the time of the Bolshevik Revolution, the Russians residing in Sinkiang
were small in number and consisted moatly of merchants, traders, technicians
and professional men. In May, 1918, the first group of Russian Cossacks entered
Sinkiang. This group consisted of approximately 500 Semirechinskil Cossacks.
When the new anti=-Bolshevik front wap established in scuthern Siberias, this
group requested from Governcr Yang Tseng-hain (Governor of Sinkiang from o1
to 7 Jul 28) permission to re-enter the Semirechie region, now part of the
Kasakh SSR. They were not only allowed to re-enter Semirechie, through
Chuguchek, but Governor Iang had the goodness of returning their arms to them.
This was o period of intense civil and military strife in Semirechls, where
Cogsack bends held positions slong the frontier until the ccliapse of Admiral
Kolchak forced first cne group and then others to cross into Sinklang.

After the fall of Semirechie and Siberia;, in March 1920, the Sinkiang border

[} was crossed by the remaihs-of the Semirechinskil Cossack brigades of Ataman
% I Dutov and Ataman General N P Scherbakov, and ‘the Semirechinskii Cossack
partisan divisions of Ataman B V Annenkov and a cerps under General Bekich.
These Cossack forces; which totaled more than 20 thousand men, were partially
disarmed by Sinkiang border troops and given the choice of either remaining
in the province or proceeding farther sast. The officers were allowed to
petain their arms for the purpose of cantrolling their men. The Sinkiang -
suthorities, and especially Governor Yang himselfy, were very sympathetic and
provided every peesible comfort and aid to these ‘mén. -For instance, the
troops under Ateman Dutov in Suiting and those under General Bakich cutside
of Chuguoliak remained as military unite for slmest two years, being fed,
clothed, and sheltered entirely by the Sinkisng Provincial Govermment. After
these men started breaking away from their military units and either setiling
in Sinkisng or moving en farther east,: they were alded in accomplishing their
choice by either the Sinkiang Government, or more often by personal funds of
Governor Yang Tseng-hsin. ' Those who elected to remain in Sinkleng Seund &
true and 'sincere friend in Governor Yang. He not only used a few as his
personal advisers; but employed -large nuinbers in the Sinkisng Provincial .
Government and placed ‘Cossack' officers ih charge of provincial troops. By
é928 there were no more than three thousand White ‘Russians remaining in

inkiang. " :

In 1928 the: second wave of Hussian emigrants streamed into Simkiang,’ continuing
until ‘the fall of 1933. It coincided:wlith the collectivization of farms and
the subsequent famine in the areas of the USSR which adjoin Sinkisng. Thia
wave brought approximately 28 thousand Russians into Sinkiang. Of this number
some 20 thousand settled in Kuldja, four thousand in Chuguchsk, three thousand
in the Altai Region and one thousand in Urumehi. Thus, by 1933 the Russian
population in Sinkiang hed swalled ‘to well over 31 thousand people.

After the essassination of Governor Yang on 7 Jul 28, the White Russians in
Sinkiang lost a great deal of their influence but still managed tc get along
fairly well. Their position was strengthened after the start of the Mohammedan
religious uprising in February 1931, Governor Chin Shu-jen upon finding his
own forces poer in quality enlisted the ald of the White Russians to fight
against the Tungen General Ma Chung-yin, leader of the Mohammedan forces.

Their participation in this militery struggle on the side of the Sinkiang
Provincial Government was an impertant factor in the victory over General

Ma Chung-yin in 1934. Governor Chin was replaced, as Governor of Sinkiang,
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by General Sheng Shih-tsai on 12 Apr 33 with the aid and backing of the White
Rugsian forces. It was learned by the White Russian troops, during the seige
of Urumehi, the capital, that Governor Chin was planning to have them annihilated
and replaced by Soviet troops which were standing by at Changki. These Soviet
troops consisted of two regiments of ene thousand men each, who wore Chinese
uniforms and who claimed to be White Russian volunteers from the Tarbagatai

‘and Altal Regions. The White Russians refused to be disarmed and to march

out of the city as ordered by Governor Chin. Instead, they joined forces with
the Manchi troops of General Sheng, defeated the Chinese forces of Governor
Chin and proclaimed General Sheng as the new Governor of Sinkiang. In the ‘
autunn of that year it became evident to the White Rusgian leaders in Sinkiang
that Governor Sheng, as Governor Chin, also had strong pro-Soviet leanings.
Therefore, to prevent the Soviets from gradually taking over the province the
White Russian leaders, General P P Papengut, General K V Gmirkin, General

N I Behteev, Centurion I V Mogutnov, Colonel A V Hilovsky and Lieutenant

'P'P Voieikov undertook a plan to throw White Russian know-how and troops in )
support of General Ma Chung-yin, who then would be assured of final victory.
This move would have terminated further Soviet penetration of Sinkiang, which
was the main concern and interest of the White Russians., A message written by
_Papengut to Gmirkin was intercepted by Governor Sheng and thus the plot was
revealed. The above mentioned six men were impediately arrested, imprisoned
~and never heard from again. Governor Sheng continued as Governor of Sinkiang
until 2 Sep 44, permitting the Soviets a free hand in the province. The White
Russian population during his term as Governor of Sinkiang decreassd from

31 thousand to approximately 13 thousand. The difference of 18 thousand people
was due to the White Russians either having been killed in battle, imprisconed
and executed by Governor Sheng following the revelation of the plot against
him, or being srrested, imprisoned and then returned to the Sovist Uaion for
public trial, and execution. The lattar was dons for the purpose of impressing
the pecple of the USSR that all enemiss of the State, no matter whers they may
seek refuge, ars eventually caught and punished. /For & detailed desoripticn
of the role that the White Russiang played in the Sinkisng war against General
Ma ‘Chung-yin and his Moslem followers, ses enclosure.. ‘This information was
[Lurnished by a different .gource,/ From 1933 to 1943, Sinkiang was almost .
completely dominated by Governor Sheng's Soviet sdvisors. In 1943 Governor
Sheng made & complete turnabout in his policy toward the USSR. The White
Rugsians who came to Sinklang prior to, or during, the Bolshevik Revalution
were all elimingted. Therefcre; of the 13,408 remaining in ‘Sinkiesng in 1941,
almost ‘all were of the type who.took no firm pelitical stand. Prior te 1943,
the White Russians who remained in Sinkiang were forced to accept Scoviet pags-
ports and the approximately 1,200 who resided in Urumchi were ordered to
move to either Kuldja or Chuguchak and some ultimately to the USSR, After
.the Soviets withdrew from Sinkiang in 1944 they wers able, in September 1944,
“to sponsor a rebellion in the northwesteran part of Sinklang whick again put
them in control of the Ili, Tarbagatai and Altai Reglons of Sinkiang. These
‘three regions proclaimed their independence from Sinkiang and tock oa the name
-of the East Turkestan People's Republic. Thus, the remaining Russians in
Sinkiang again found themselves under Sovist control. A few of those reagiding
in Kuldja were able to escape to the east in late 1946 during a temparary
relaxation of East Turkestan-Sinkiang border controls. The Soviets used &
trick in 1947 to weed out the remaining Russiens, in the East Turkestan
People's Republic, who were not content to remain under their influence.
They advertised in all the Russian language papsrs in the Eagt Turkestan
People's Republic to the effect that all Russians must register with their
local police as to their country of preference. This notlce continued to
explain that an agreament had been concluded with the U3, UK, France and
other non-Soviet naticns that they would accspt those Sinkiang Russians who
wished to move to their countries., Most of the Russians saw ‘through this
obvlous trap and indicated the USSR, or Sinkiang, as their prefersnce. These
who failed to see through the trap, or would not let themselves ses it, and
indicated the US or some other country cther than the USSR, mysterisusly
disappeared never to be heard from or seen again, .

3. CLenceniratiopss Most of the White Bussians in Sinklang used to live in the
urban centers of Kuldja, Chuguchak and Urumchi. There were, however, very
few, if any, Russians residing in Urumchi between the years of 1943 snd 1949.
Another concentration of Russians was located in the Altai Region, in and

around Sharasume (Chenghwa).
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Qcoupations:  As the group with highest average of education and technical
training in the prdvigze,pthe White Russians have been useful both in time
of peace and in pericds of internal strife, Most of them are peasants and
laborers, however, they have also served as automobile drivers and mechanics,
aided in the training of provincial militery forces and made use of their
military experience in actual combat. Normelly they lead an existeace much
like that of other White Russian emigre communities in China. They had their
own organizatiens, published their own newspapera and otherwise attempted to
preserve their cultural identity. In comparigon to the other peoples of
Sinkisng they were considered to-be heavy eaters, thelr diet consisting of
approximately 50% ceresl, 40% meat and 10% vegetables. In general they
scocumodete themsslves to shifting political tides in so far as these do not
threaten their very existence. ~ . ‘ SR

p.“-‘
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1. In Februsry 1931 a Moslem uprising sterted in the city of Hami (Qomul). Sinkiang
Provineial troops were dispatched from Urumchi (Tihwa) to punish the inhabltants
of Hami for killing a government tax gatherer. The Moslems within the walled
olty of Hami fought off these Chinese troops with rifles and boiling cll, but
£inally were forced to retreat to the nearby mounteins. The word of this
uprising spread throughout Sinkiang and soon all the Mobammedan peoplee of
Sinkiang flooked to the area to Join the "Religlous Wer". It was declded
by the Sinkiang Islamic peoples to enlist the ald of General Mg Chung-yin,

"Big Horse", a Tungan warlord who domlnated western Kansu Province.

Khan, the "Tiger Prince" of Heml and Hodjs Niga Hadji went to Xansu Province

to persuade General Ma Chung-yin to be their military leader. He accepted and
in April 1931 made asn amazing dash across the Gobl Desert, with an initial
force of 500 Tungan cevalry troops. Governor Ghip Shu-jen, found that his
Chinese troops were no match for these skilled Tungan warriors and so enlisted
the aid of the White Russians, who were remnants of Cossack forces and therefore
were also skilled horsemen and fighters. The first White Russians to be
mobilized into the Chinese Army were those who resided in Urumchi and in other
eastern areas of Sinkiang.

2. In the spring of 1932 the Sinkiang Government mobilizedthe male White Russians
. in Kuldja (Ining), for the purpose of replacing the Russian divisions which
were stationed in Chikurting (Tsikiotsing), near the town of Hami. They were
able to mobilize only three hundred men. The pormal quantity should have been
approximately 500~550. Each group of one hundred men was an independent unit.
There was no overall command and each unit left a week apart, one after the
other. The unit into which I wes mobilized, left Kuldje on 1 Oct 32. We were
ordered to Turfan and in proceeding there we did not use the main roadway butb
travelled through the Tien Shan mounteins. Each unit was supervised by &
Chinese officer. The entirs three units,of one hundred men sach, were not
armed. Our unit arrived in Turfan on 25 Oct 32 and the men were quartered
in the local camel caravan-saral. We were later joined, in Turfan, by one
of the other units. The third unit, we learned, was sent to Shanshan (Pichan),
In the middle of November, the brother of Sheng Tupen (General Sheng Shih-tsai)
vigited both Shanshen and Turfan and brought with him, from Urumchi, rifles
for all the men and 13 shells per person. In the middle of December we received
orders to advance on Hami, Our two units left separately, as before, and
stopped at Chikurting. We later learned the reason why, for such a lang
period of time, our units were not armed. It turned out that the Chinese
first disbanded the Russian division in Chikurting, sent all the men to Urumchi
through Kuchengtze (Kitai), and then passed their weapons on to us. Prior to
50X1 the arrival of the Minlgter of War, from Urumchi, we were assigned duties and
50X1 |

Esaul W was appOinte‘d
Commander of our unit. Iven Vasilievich Jgguinioy was appointed Senior Officer
and Commander of the first platoon of our unit. The second platoon was to be
commanded by Liubishkin. the third by Lazaer Starkoy, the fourth by Podesaul
Shevelev and the quartermaster for the entire unit was to be Filongkly. The
latter was also appolnted Chaplain.

50X1
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3. When our unit was leaving Turfan, Centurion Mogutnov and Baharev, fram the third

o

unit, and I were left in Turfan for the purpose of transmitting money to Kuldja
to the families of our unit...The money had to be given to & chauffeur, Grigoriy
Leonidovich Iygnov, who was returning from Haml. He was to transmit the money
to Kuldja. We spent three days in Turfan awaiting the arrival of Ivanov and
only on the fourth day were we able to give the money to him and leave Turfan
to catech up with our troops. - .

When we rode up to the fortress of Shanshan, we noticed that the city gates were
clogsed and soldiers stationed &ll along the city walls.  We walked to the fortress
to emt, since all the restaurants outside of the city gates were closed. When
we found a restaurant in the fortress and sat down to eat, we were approached

by the local Chief's interpreter who asked us to immediately report to the

local Commender. When we arrived at the local Chief's office, we were met

by his wife, who was a Russian. She lmmediately asked us if we had received

her message.’ We received no message and she was very surprised that we hadn't.
At this point, the local Chief came into our room and told us that on 25 December
our third unit had been in battle with the Moslems nesr a fortress, the name of
which I now do not remember. We were told that the dead and wounded were
scattered throughout the area adjoining this fortress. The local Chief
annpunced to us that we could go no farther because the Moslem forces in the
area totaled approximately 300 men and there was no way by which we could
penetrate their lines and join our forces. He offered that we tempererily

move to and live in his Yamen, which we did.  After this, he sumoned us and
asked us to.look over the fortress so that we could give him our opinion as to
how it could be best defended in case of an attack by the Moslems. The local
Cuief warned us that the 60-man garrison in the fortress was camposed entirely
of Tungens, as were alsec their officers. After we discussed the best means by
which this fortress could be defended, we asked the Chief.to send a telegram

to Sheng Tupan asking that he immediately send us several "ishik" (Local donkeys),
shells for our rifles and 25 pistols with shells. We then appointed our own
guards on the fortress walls and a duty officer. By the way, in additien to-

the two other officers and myself, we also had five Cossacks. All together,
there were eight of us, S o . Lo ,

On the next day, at approximately 9:00 to 10:0C a.m., the duty officer informed
us that the rebels were approaching the fortress. We Russians and the local
garrison immediately took positions on the fortress welle and swaited the ‘
rebel- attack: The rebels did not immedistely attack the fortress, they stopped
and grouped themselves in & large orchard five to six miles from tha fortress.
When dusk was approaching, the rebels went to the Tungan village near the
fortress. In the early morning they began their attack on the fortress but
did not attempt to penetrate. .They merely tried to feel out our strength and
influence the lecal garrison, all Tungans, to join them. .They shouted that
the garrison should turn ageinst the Chinese Ghief and their officers because
this was a religious war and since they, the Tungans, have the same faith,
they have no business defending the Chinese. The Tungan gerriscn, at our

- direction, retorted by giving several volleys as a reply to their proposal.

The rebels withdrew from the adjoining villags back to the orchard and remained
there until the next day. o :

On 29 December at -3:00&a.n.the rebels again advanced on the fortress snd within
half -an hour had already broken through the gates and captured mogt of the
fortress city. The Tungan garrison retreated to their quarters and fought -off
the rebels from there. The rebels made no concentrated or serious effort .to
capture them, but turned all of their attention on us and to looting the town.
We occupied a corner of the Yamen and were under constant and heavy ettack
from a1l directions. At this time, in addition to the eight of us, there were
also two Chinese officers who had brought us the shells, rifles and pistols
from Urumchi. We had to hold off the attack until 9:00 a.m. and only at this
time did we receive the unexpected news that all three Russian uvnits of 100 men
each, and a Chinese squadron under the command of General Siun, had forced the
rebels to evacuate the fortress and to take up battle on the open fields
surrounding the fortress. One of our units sent a platoon to the fortress,
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which we wWere able to hoist.up-to the fortress wall by use of a rope and then
oléar out the fortress of all rebel forces. By this action we were able to
clear the fortress and open the doors to ellew one of the units to enter the . .
fortress and to garrison the:fortress walls. With sunset,the rebels withdrew
to the nearby mountains.  In this battle, the Moslem residents of Shanshan and
the’ qn:jréunding area, totaling approximately one thousand- pecple, took part
4in the firing egainst our forces. Scme of the Moslem troops were armed with

‘ fire-arms, but the majority were armed with steel spears which were formed

+  out' of telegraph wire. ' They obtained this telegraph wire by cutting the
‘exlsting telegraph connections and utilizing the cable. )

7. ‘On the next day by the erder of General Siun, who took command of all of our

forces;- all the three Russian units formed into one group and as-a result of

‘s vote taken amongst the Russian officers, Centurion Mogutnov was appeinted

Commander. - Mogutnov in turn appointed Shevelev as his Ghlef of Staff, I was

‘appointed Quartermaster for the whole Russian division, The next few days wers

‘spent in pursuing the rebel forces. - On 7 Jan 33 General 8iun gave command to -

‘the Russish division and his squadron to move on to the Lukchun (Iukotein)

‘fertrens and from there te the town of Turfan, The resson for this was that

we hed ‘obtained information that the rebel forces which we had dispersed had

‘desided to move against this town. We stayed there overrnight and then headed

-in ‘the divection of Turfan, 'Upén resching the village of Halahosho, we 'wers

met by the rebel forces and fought -with them'for two days. They seened to

‘iack rifle fire using primitive fire-throwing weapons and siteel spears

exdlusively., General Siun did not execube the plans that he himself had made.

‘He was unable to join our forces ind was captured by the rebel forces which

‘had already captured Turfan, -On the third day, -having lost our Oemmander

‘snd realising that we did not heve suffiolent smmunition, and Turfan having

alresdy been saptured by the rebsls who were able: to regroup ‘and rearm there

iQ;oiM zgiwithdrw our- headquarters in to Shanshan vhere e had left & nmiy 1

‘of amminitien. T e o T T R T L

" et oW w s et w T

8. We had to withdraw under fire -and whea our wagons with the wounded, under -
protection of one group of 100 men, reach Halakocho they wers approached by
two rebel messengers, one of which was & Russian, Boliavakly, snd the other

- 4 Tatar; CGaisa, (his faxiily name I do not remember; but he was a fermer '
Russien efficer). The messengers snnounced thet Turfan was in:thelr -hands,

PR :General Siun-and ‘those Russians who were with him wére captured but ars allve
‘and-being treated well. - They effered that we proseed-to Turfan to ses, with:
our .owh: eyes, that they are being treated well and later turn in eur wespons

 for which they would guarantée cur lmmediate return to Kuldje. The messengers
also demanded that the wagons which were carrying the wounded and tie asscom-
‘panying group: of 100 men also return and preceed to ‘Turfen, Centurien Mogutnov,
it seens, agreed to this offer and dispabched Captein Jgkazey with the erder
tliat we return immedistely. The wagons with the wounded were under my charge.

‘’

50X1

fortress of Lukchun. After approximately an hour or two, Captain Takerev
‘again made his appearance and sald that we were once again commanded -to return
‘te" Halakocho, becsuse that is what' the rebel messengers demanded. We held a
meédting of all the officers, discussed our position and announced that not
only we, but the Cossacks also would mot return, but would ‘proceed to -
‘Shanshan vhere we have additicnal ammunition and where we could leave owr
‘wounded.  Early the next morning Captein Tokarev announced to us that ve could
‘proceed to Shanshan, but that he would keep a few Cossacks and remain in Lukchun
‘for: the purpose of keeping Lukehun from falling into the hands of the Tungans.
‘That night we arrived at Shanshan, and several hours later Captain Tokarev
-glso errived with his small group. The follewing night Esaul Zibarev arrived
fron Halshocho and announced that the regiment,-under Centurion Megutnov would
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lesve thet evening destined for Shanshen and that he was sent to us with a
fietitious cemmand to return to Helehoecho,  but that this was merely to confuse

the rebels, Sure enough, after several hours, our forces under the cemmend of
Centurion Mogutuev arrived and Megutnov thanked ws for not obeying his command.
It.seeme thet our:refusal.to return prelenged the negotiatlons, gave them & chance
to.regroup and await the right moment for withdrawal fram the area. We learned
that after the withdrawal of our wagons and men the rebels had ooimpletely: surrounded
the remaining forces. - . » - :

" 9. When our divisien arrived in Shanshan the rebels gave us .only one hour to rest and
. then started a battle by attacking the fortress. The battle was hard and constant,

Erom the hour of 9:00 a.m. to sunset and continuing for two deys. Our positien
became very oritical because of the loss of many men end the shortage ef ammunition.
In addition to the rifles, we had two machine guns, but the rebels not enly had
meny machine guns but also.cannens. After the last battle, we decided to retreat
to the mountains and traverse the mountains to Kuohengize. "This plan was quite -
hagsrdous because the mounteins were covered with snow. However, we realized
that we could not hold off in Shanshen indefinitely. By this time, there was no
communication with Urumehi or-any other towns beceause all telegreph lines had
been severed. After the last batile we moved the wagons, with.the. wounded, . luto
the mountains under the protection of ose group of 100 men and left two groups .
in Shenshen, The fellowing morning the rebels approsched .Shanshan with a ferce
of seversl thousand herses and men and with erders to immediately ospiure. the
fortress, This battle raged all day and by evenlng the rebels had penstrated
our flanks, We thus had to retreat within the walls of the fortress.. Ome group
toek up positions within the fertress azd the other one immedistely ocutside. The
rebels this time did not retreat to the hills, but stationed their forces ia &
villege post outside ef the fortress walls. At dusk, an airplane appeared and
drgpped & message into the fertress. The message. asked. us 1o held on to the
fortress since additicnal ferces were on their way to rescue us.. This measage

, raiged our spirits, but we were conosrned about our wagons with the wounded and
the group of one hundred men that acoompanied it. We were slmost Teady to ssnd
pearties out to searsh fer them when it got dari, when our guards informed us that
something wes moving en the rosd to Shenshan on "srbul" (oarts). We sent a party
‘o investigate and when they meturned it was reported that it was our group of
100, with the wagens returning becsuse they had met .a Ohinese divislen .which wes
coming to our aid.. This infermation was ocrrect Uecause after several hours our
foraes and the wagons returned, following the artillery and tanks, - The oavelry
and infantry detachments .of the Chinese division together witk their Cammander,
General Sheng, stationed themselves outside of the foriress walls. On the
following day, early in the moraing,; there was & hettle and the rebels after halding
-off for several hours retreated to Turfan, SR e : Do

10, After the withdrawal.ef the rQhQJ-Bg;J .Shm"-Tﬁpan a_sked for Centurion Mogutnev. to
repert to him and they decided to change our ‘division to a regiment consisting
of three hundred men. The Ccmmander of the rTegiment was to be Genturien. Megutnov

end the Chief of Staff, Rekute They named me Quartermaster fer the regiment and
adviser te the.Commander on all matters pertaining to supply and finemee, After
spending approximately ten days in Shanshen, Sheng Tupsn lefi twe regiments in
Shanshan, under the command of General Iug, and the rest of his troops and our
regiment advanced on Turfan. They left me in Shanshan with the wounded and
essigned ten men for garrison duty.- The forces that -left Shanshen occupled both
Turfen and Togsun (Tokosun). After this, Sheng Tupen left for Urumehi: taking
Centurion Mogutnov with him. The Commander of the remaining forces was General
Iang. and Rekut was left in charge of gur -forcep. Approximately two weeks passed
when & division of rebels under the cammand ofa'iodja Nias Hadjl sarrived from
Chikurting, - This division circumvented Sheanshen and eccupled the fortress of
Lukechun, Some troops were sent from Turfan to Lukehun and it was liberated
from the rebels.. B ‘ v

11. At this time we recelved a telegram frem Urumchi through Chikurting thet the

' rebels were already in Urumchi and had occupied the entire olty. In the same
telegram we were commanded to abandon a1l of our past stends and to retreat in
the direction of Urumchi in two columns. We were ordered to retreat from
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Shanshen to Kuchengtze and from Kuchengtze te Turfan and from Turfan to Grumchi.
Evaryone started preparing to retreat and we Russians who were left in Shanshan
decided to retreat with the Chinese forces to Kuchengtze. On the night of the
ascond day after receiving the telegram, however, our group of 100 men arrived,
They had been operating south of Lukchun and brought me an order, that ander
the protection of this force of 100 men, we ware to join with the regiment in
Turfan, After many arguments with the Chinese Commander, we left for Tarfan.

In Turfan we joined with our own regiment and two days after our errivel, we left
Turfen for Urumchi., Two days prior to our arrivel, Centurion Rekut was relieved
of his commission and was replaced by Captain Tokarev, who was previously
Commender of the first group of 100 men. The first dey of our irek was without
any spectacular happenings, but beginning with the sscond day and until eur
arrival at Urumchi, we advanced amid batile. .

12. We arrived in Urumchi in the first few days. of March 1933, and after having
’ stayed there for two to three days our regiment, together with the Chinese
forces under the command of Sheng Tupen, was sent to. the mountains which lie
between Urumchi and Kuchengtze. A large concentration of the rebel forces 0
was reported to be located there. The rebels wers forced to abandon thsir positions
in that regign but were not annihilated because they had carefully preconceived -
plans. for retreat. When the regiment was returning to Urumchl; every step of the
wey had to be won from the rebels. After this campaign, the entire regiment was
given several days leave and it was planned then to send it back to Turfan. By
the way, when our regiment arrived from Turfan to Urumchi, & seccnd Rugaian
vegiment was already formed, composed of Russians from Urumchl and Chuguchak
(Tahoheng). After ssveral days three mors separate groups of 100 men sach .
. sxrived from Kuldja. These wers assigned to serve in the 3rd Reglment. The
3rd Regiment was composed mostly of Cossacks who had served in the let Hami Divislon.

13. When our regiment received orders to agein leave for Turfan, the Oossacke and
their officers asked the Commander of the regiment, Qenturicn Mogutnov, to request
Geverncr Chin Shu~jsn to postpens the merrh on Turfan for several days in view of
the fact that in. seversl daye it would be Russian Esster and the men wisbed to
celebrate this holiday in peace, We were to go to Turfen, together with the
Chinese forces, under the command of Sheng Tupan. Governor Chin refused the
men's eppeal and commanded them te immedlately leave for Turfan. The Qhinese
forces had already left Urumchi and were awaltlng cur arrival south of the oity.
Somehow we found out that our regiment was not being sent to Turfan, but fer some
reascn, was heing sent out to certaln mas=acre. At thet time, the 3rd Reglment}
wes not armed. When Centurion Mogutnov arrived from Governor Chin's headquarters
and announced the new order, the Cossacks refused to comply because they had
elready learned of the plan to dispose of them. The Commender of our regiment
inmmediately went to the 2nd Regiment and gave me the order that Cossacks from the
3rd. Regiment would arrive and that I was to issue them hand weapons, rifles and
shells. In this manner,.within several hours, we mansged to arm over 100 men of
the 3rd Regiment. Op the next day, this wasl2 Apr 33; Centurion Mogutnov' departed
for the 3rd Regiment eerly in. the morning and after approximetely one hour sent
an order to his second-in-command, Captain Tokarev,.that he slowly, several men at
a time, start sending men into. the fortress, The second group. of 100 with full
military gear. end weapons was sent first end then the. third group vas sent .ovar
into the foriress in the same menner. I was ordered to remain with ihe wagans
and wounded men and the first group in the Yang Han., We, who remainec in the
Yeng Han, did not know what was happening and only at about noon did we hear
shooting in the fortress. This battle within Urumchi did not continue for & leng
time, After this, Captain Tokarev received from. the 2nd Regiment, orders that he
establish commnieation withthe fortress which had been wrested from ihe hands of
Governor Chin. Communications wers immediately set up and messengers were sent
every ope or two hours. Until dusk we received messages that everything was in
our centrol. The situation looked very good for us, since the Russian forces had
full control of the city. The local argenal was in our hands, out of which the
whole of the 3rd Regiment was armed..

14. At spproximately 11300 p.m. a messenger arrived with an order that we get ithe
wagons and the wounded ready and that sveryone should be ready to march again.
A‘b the exact moment that we received this message, we heard new shooting in the
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fortress. .- After approximately one hour after rsceipt. of the mesgage which . .
instructed us to merch out of the ¢ily, we.received a new message which erdered
us: to: immediately advance on the fertress in the direction of the airdreme. Captain
Tokerev decided te retreat only if he received further orders. At about 4300 2.m.
the. wagons; protected by several Cossacke, departed . from the <ity, but the rest
remained: with Captain Tokarev.in the Yang Han. When the wagons reached the .
alrdrome they were shot et from the radio station, but were able to reach the
forirese gates anyway. Approximately one heur later, the wagons with the wounded
were jolned by the group of 100 men under the command of Oeptain Tokerev.

When we arrived in the fortrese, we found out that the Russian leaders had heard
that Governcr Chin had the.ilntention of sending the lst Regiment ocut te oartain
nmessacre and then was intending to send the 2nd end 3rd to be annihileted, the
3rd-Begiment having been ordersd to leave the city without any weapous. He then
planned.to invite Seviet trecps who were standing by at Changki, and by.this
method to rid himself of our influsnse and to gein the military strengih ef the
Soviet Army to help him crush the rsbele. It was learned that. theres were two
Soviet regiments standing by at Chengki, awaiting word from Goveransr Chin to step
into the conflist, They had arrived thers by truck from Ohuguchak (Taheheng). . '
In view of this, the Russians decided to start a revelution of their ewn., They
first oocupled the Yanmen of Governor Chin and later the fartress walls:. Hverything
went. beautifully, Governer Chin's convoy was annihilated, his oavalry and goldiers
on the walls were also defesated, The sntire fortress was in the hands of the .
Russiang, with the exception of soms amell little ocrner whers the Chinese held
out. - By evening the ploture had changed sampletely. The Chinese under the guise
of sympathy with our cause, started going up into the fortress:.and cnte the oity
wells. They brought our Ocssacks cigarettes and alcohelic beverages, but later |
attacked then, killed most of the guards, toock: their weapons and epened fize on . -
the Russian foroes within the oity. By morning, the situation beoans eritical

- abd-our Oommander deolded to retreat from Wrumchi, That is.why we received the

order in the Yang Han to retreat bovards the fortress, it was for the.purpose of .

' uniting all of the Russian foroes. When we arrived in the fortress, our Ocmmander
. formed. & new ocounoil snd deoided to send Centurion Mogutnov. to. Sheng Tupan, asking

hin to Join his ferass with curs and at the .same tima offered the Manehurian
officers to gather up arms and help us. Mogutnoy returned after ha met Sheng
Tupan &nd: rt&:tod that he hed agreed to join our ferces if we would ovw hin %o
be ‘the next ernor of Sinkiang. The Manchurians hed also sgreed to hear arms
for us. After these councils and the arming of the Manchurians, Sheng Iua:t'a

. fevernor

. usrched on the fortress and the Chiness farcss.wers forced to.withdrew.

Chin, with several of his officers and moldiers from Urumehi, retredted: to .
Chuguehak. The fortress was then occupied by Sheng Tupan and the Yang hn by the

Manchurians.

On the follewing merning, our regiment went back to the Yang Han to.our. ssaigned
quarters. The 2nd and 3rd Regiments ramained in the feoriress. Duringithe
upheavel, the rebel Moglems, statloned thair armies near Urumehi but wers ia.seme
sort of confused or divided opinicn as to what their nsxt dovée should be and
therefors; did not take advantegs.of the internal ypheaval. The Soviet treops’
alse falled 1o meve and withdrsw undsr ths coverages of darknees. After this
upheaval, which was called the revolt of 12 April and was celbrated evary year; -
our regiment rested for a long time.. Part of the offisers and Cossacks werei:
allowed to return heme. for reasons of bad health or inflicted wounds.

During the autumn of this year, 1933; there was a revoli in the fortress of Kure,
40 miles west ef Kuldja, which was started by a Chinese commander .called Chang,
égainst Governer Sheng Shih-tsai.. Ths reason for this revolt, as stated by

Cheng, was that Governor Sheng had gone to the USSR and signed some sort of ..
treaty which was not profitable for China. After this revolt, all three Russian
regiments were organizing into a single Russian division whose appointed commsnder
was Ceptain Pavel Petrovich Papengut. His Chief of Staff was to be Nikolai ‘'™ ° -
Ivenovich Behiteev. Commander of the Yang Han was to be Captain Nikolai Nikolaevich
Antonoy, and the Quertermaster was to be Konstantine Vasilievieh Suirkin. All of -
them were commissioned as generals in the Chinege Army. The rebels entered
Chuguchak and the 2nd Regiment was assigned to fight in thei area. s man who
was assigned to command the 2nd Regiment was Colonel A V Hilgvgkv. oveky's .
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Chief of Staff was Captein Dimitriy Karpovieh Shelestiuk. In the autumn of the
game year, 1933; after the battles in Chuguchak for reasons not known: to. me,
General Papengut, General Behteev, and General Gmirkin were arrested. Lieutenant .
‘Pavel Petrovich Yoieikov, Captein Shelestiuk and Centurion Mogutnov wers likewise.
arrested and killed in the Yamen in Urumechi. o v

18, In December 1933 Urumchi was completely surrounded by the rebel forces, which
_numbered scme eight thousand men. . The seige of Urumchi continued for twe months.
"In the beginning, just as the rebels approached the town, it was proposed by

. Governor Sheng that an offer be sent to Kuldja to mobilize more Russians, but

© . this offer was declined. After the fiercest battle, which took place on19 Jan 34,
.when the rebels broke through into the town, the White Russian forces received

a message from Governor Sheng which said that fresh forces from Tarbagatel and
Altai, under the command of an officer calling himself Yagilley weuld soon.join
the struggle. Shortly after this message, approximately 15 biplanes, with Soviet
merkings, started flying over the town dropping bombs: onto the positiocns of the
rebels. It became clear to us that.under the gulse of White Bussian Terbegatai

' and-Altai treops, Soviet troops had entered this conflict, Upen reaching Hansss.
(Suilai), . the Soviet troops. wers unsble to advance any further because paxrt of
the rebel treops wers withdrawn frem Urumchi and were iransferred to mee! the
oncoming Soviet force. The 3rd Regiment of White Russian troops was dispatehed .
frem Urumehi to aid them. These trocps were under the command of Herunshage i '
Shuned. With the arrival of eur regiment, the rebels were defeated and withdrew
back to Trumchli and. the next morning abandoned the seige ef Urumchi. All of our

! three regiments and the Soviet forces; which censisted of one cavalry and one

infantry regiment, were ordered to chape the rebel ferces vhich were retreating
in a goutherly direstion. During this peried when we fought sids by side with
‘the Soviet troops, we were able to observe .a number of things about them. . They
were dressed in commeén Chinese Army uniferms with no insignis at all. Thedr -
PLLeacH wide either.blask or grey fur ocokts with side ards. TR omu{ :sﬂﬂ
censisted of only four to five hundred mes, whereas the infantry regimen '3
oemplement of ene thousand men. They were squipped with an sssertment of fiyes
arms. Some hed English carbines, scme old-type Russian rifles and etisrs wers
armed with new Soviet "trich lineiki® semi-sutomatic rifles, with a fivesround
elip. These Soviet troops were also equipped with many "dihmiar" maghine guns, one
battery ef heavy artillery, trucks and srmored cars. Nene of their squipment, as
their uaiferms, had any identifying markings at all. As mentioned previeusly,
these Soviet troops had constant aerisl support. The biplanes which they used
vere extremely valuable in treoing the rebel movements and positions: It is. .
interesting to note that after the initial bombing flights over Urumehi, at whioh
4ime the biplanes were plainly marked with Soviet markings, their markings were:
painted out. I believe I can say, without prejudice, that owr White Russisn troops
were far superior to the Soviet troops. Their acldiers showed o individual

., initiative or ingenuity, they were like sutomatons who only mated upen the advice,
or command, of #omeone else. They certalnly were no match for the crafty Moslem
tribesmen. During the chase of General Ma Chung-yin's. forces ‘tewerd Neshger
(Shufu) there were innumerable times when our ill-equipped Coesacks had te e
rescue the Scviet forces from complets annihilation. . The rebel forces were
finally defeated and .their general, Ma Chung-yin, oh 10 Jul 34 crossed over -
with a few of his men inte the Seviet territery at. Irkeshtan, the rest of his
forces remained in the town of EKhotan (Hotien).  This, for all intents and '~~~ .
purposes it can be said; ended the religicus war eof that perlod. c
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